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A B O U T

Slavery Remembrance (SR)  
is a national organisation  
set up in February 2016 to 
commemorate the victims  
of the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade/African Holocaust and 
promote International Slavery 
Remembrance Day (23/08).

Our ethos is to educate, 
celebrate and inspire by:

• Commemorating the victims of the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade/African 
Holocaust.

• Promoting International  
Slavery Remembrance Day  
(23 August).

• Challenging views on Africa and 
its diaspora as a result of the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade/African 
Holocaust.

• Promoting and celebrating  
the rich history, culture and 
achievements of Africa and its 
diaspora before, during and  
after the slave trade.

• Acting as an umbrella organisation 
supporting and promoting 
individuals and organisations whose 
work focuses on benefiting Africa 
and its diaspora.

On Sunday, 21/08/16 as part of our  
work to promote International Slavery 
Remembrance Day and commemorate 
our ancestors, we made history by 
holding the first ever national memorial 
service in Trafalgar Square for the victims 
of the Transatlantic Slave Trade/African 
Holocaust. 

The event was incredibly successful 
gaining international media attention 
and raising awareness of International 
Slavery Remembrance Day (23/08).

MAKING HISTORY
The day included performances  
and speeches from:

Akala
Toyin Agbetu
Jonzi D 
Jacqueline Walker (Momentum)
Lara Lee
Plus many, many more.

It has been said that we exploded  
onto the scene with a bang and that  
is how we intend to continue.

#WhenTheRhythmChanges www.slaveryremembrance.org2 3

E
D

U
C

A
T

E 
C

E
LE

B
R

A
T

E
IN

SP
IR

E

It has been said that 
we exploded onto 
the scene with a 
bang and that is 
how we intend  
to continue.

“A people without 
the knowledge of 
their past history, 
origin and culture 

is like a tree 
without roots.”

Marcus Garvey

You know you've done it right when 
your family give you their blessings.
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Why do you use the name Slavery 
Remembrance, don’t you think it  
has negative connotations?
The Transatlantic Slave Trade/African 
Holocaust is largely overlooked by the 
global community; particularly in the 
western world. We understand that if  
we are to start a national and eventually 
international conversation on the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade. The easiest  
way to achieve this is by using language 
which is easily understandable to all. 

By using names such as Maangamizi  
or Maafa we would be literally using a 
foreign language, which will in many cases 
instantly place barriers between us and 
those we are seeking dialogue with. 
However, once the conversation has 
begun we can then start to introduce  
other language and terminology. 

Why now, don’t you think it’s time  
we moved on from all of this?
There is a reason why the Jewish 
community remember and commemorate 
their holocaust annually, it is for the  
same reason that here in the UK we have  
a national Remembrance Day for the 
victims of WW1 & 2. To honour those who 
lost their lives and learn our lessons from 
history. Both of these reasons are equally 
applicable to our lost ancestors.

We believe it is no coincidence that in  
the 21st century we still have the need for 
movements such as Black Lives Matter, 
whilst at the same time wider society 
continues to fail to properly recognise or 
truly acknowledge African/Black history; 
including the Transatlantic Slave Trade/
African Holocaust. 
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T H E PL A N 

Education is the key
SR achieves our objectives by running various projects 
including educational campaigns, school workshops,  
arts & culture festivals and scholarship programmes. 
However, we strongly believe that the battle that has  
to be fought cannot be fought by one organisation alone. 
United we are stronger and we are conscious of not, 
where possible, doubling up on activity already being 
carried out by other well established organisations.  
In such situations we shall be seeking to join together  
and form partnerships with these organisations to  
carry out projects.

What’s so different about your 
organisation?
You. The battle against racism and 
oppression is one that belongs to the 
whole global community. Every single 
person belonging to this community has  
a place within the fight. Complacency is  
not an option.

Therefore, SR shall be run on a 
membership basis. This prevents 
stagnation and allows for a constant 
free-flow of ideas, activity and fresh  
input from all within our community. 

It also allows for fuller and fairer 
representation from our entire community 
whilst ensuring community input as well  
as SR projects are not localised to one 
region or area. 

The fight belongs to all of us and so does 
Slavery Remembrance.

From as little as £1 you can join our  
family and become a member of  
Slavery Remembrance.

How is the membership money spent?
Your membership fee provides vital 
financial support for SR and allows us to 
remain independent. We are all aware of 
how vulnerable organisations are when 
they solely rely on government funding 
and we would prefer not to find ourselves 
in such a position. 

The revenues raised from membership 
fees enables us to achieve this and  
is used in the following ways:

• Our projects

• Partner projects

• To support organisations  
& individuals targeting the  
African-Caribbean community*.

*Non-partner organisations and individuals can  
make applications for funding of projects or  
work benefiting the afro-Caribbean community.  
Applications can be for a specific project or help  
with organisational running costs.

£1
How much is membership?
Membership starts from as little as £1* per month.  
Our standard rate starts at £3.92 a month though  
you can choose to pay more if you wish.

You can find our full membership fees at: 
www.slaveryremembrance.org/membership

We are of the firm belief that you cannot tackle racism without  
tackling its roots.

*Terms and Conditions apply.



www.slaveryremembrance.org6 7#WhenTheRhythmChanges

Slavery Remembrance  
Focus Chart

YO U R S AY 

As a member how do I have my say?
Every member has a say in the direction  
of SR as such they are given voting rights 
which will allow them to:

• Vote on which organisations should 
receive financial support from SR.

• Vote on some of the decisions SR has  
to make (e.g. sometimes we may get 
stuck on a decision we think may have 
wider ramifications for the organisation. 
On such occasions we may put it up to  
a member vote)

In addition all members are able to submit 
ideas and feedback for future projects  
and directions for SR by filling out a 
member feedback form only members 
have access to. 

I have a great idea/feedback, but  
I don’t want to become a member,  
can I still send it in?
In most communities you will find the 
doers and the talkers. Ours is no different. 
We believe that everybody from our 
community has a duty to do, therefore, 
only those willing to ‘do’ rather than simply 
talk deserve to have a say in SR.

In simple terms, put your money where 
your mouth is.

ONE
BECOME A SLAVERY REMEMBRANCE 
LOCAL LEADER* – Slavery Remembrance 
is a national organisation. To ensure we 
are tackling issues affecting our family 
across the country, we are looking for 
Local Leaders to start local SR steering 
groups. These groups will meet 
throughout the year to discuss issues 
affecting their community, they are also  
a chance for SR family members to come 
together and meet one another.

TWO
HOLD A FUNDRAISING EVENT – Much  
of our success depends on the money we 
can raise. Perhaps you’ve spent years on 
the school PTA and organising raffles, 
dinners and prize draws is now child’s  
play to you. Whatever your fundraising 
experience your expertise and skill  
are needed. 

THREE
BECOME AN AMBASSADOR and get a 
membership drive going – it is not just 
money we need we also need our family to 
continue to grow and membership drives 
are the way to do this. Our ambassadors 

are the ones going from door-to-door or 
standing in the local high street sharing 
information about Slavery Remembrance. 
They’re at bus stops, schools, libraries, 
churches and even your local supermarket 
spreading the word about our family.  
Our ambassadors are the backbone to 
our organisation.

Anyone wishing to undertake or 
participate in any of the above  
should email members@
slaveryremembrance.org to obtain 
guidance, support and resources.

FOUR
HELP US RAISE VITAL FUNDS  
by purchasing products and  
gifts from our online store –  
www.slaveryremembrance.org/shop

FIVE
CHALLENGE 10 – Speak with 10 people 
including your family, friends and work 
colleagues about Slavery Remembrance 
and encourage them to join.

*Only SR members are eligible to become Local Leaders

FIVE WAYS  
TO GET INVOLVED
Are you inspired by SR and now eager to get involved  but not 
sure how or where to start? We want to make  sure every family 
member gets the most out of their membership and here are 
some ways you can do just that:
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Education General Arts & Culture

Health/Wellbeing Family Support

Education
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We always need people with  
the following skills:
• Bid writing
• Illustration
• Graphic design
• Statistical & data analysis
• Web design 
• Web maintenance
• Social media
• Business advisors
• Accountancy

We are very keen to hear from all  
experts within their field who think  
they have something they can offer us.  
Please fill out the volunteer form at  
www.slaveryremembrance.org/ 
get-involved

Are there any criteria for becoming  
a member?
Yes. You can only become a member of  
SR if you are of black African descent; this 
includes the Caribbean, Latin America etc.

I’m of mixed heritage, can I become  
a member?
Yes, providing one of those heritages is  
of black African-Caribbean descent.  
Our founder is of mixed-heritage.

I am not of African descent,  
but I still wish to support SR.
Great! You can become one of our 
supporters. You will receive the same 
information as our members however  
you will have no voting rights. Just  
select the supporter option at  
www.slaveryremembrance/membership

How else will SR make its money?
Through the sale of our SR Remembrance 
Sankofa Badge (our poppy) and other 
merchandise as well as some commercial 
fundraising activities.

I’m sold, how do I become a member?
Go to www.slaveryremembrance.org/
membership and follow the instructions. 
We can’t wait to welcome you to the family.

How do I become a partner 
organisation?
In the first instance please contact 
partners@slaveryremembrance.org  
with details on your organisation.
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M EM B ER SH I P  C R I T ER I A

“If your people are oppressed and you are not making  
a contribution to end the sufferings of your people, by 
 your very act of inaction, you are against your people.  

There is no middle ground.”
Kwame Toure

“We are not makers of history.  
We are made by history.”

Martin Luther King Jr

We are indeed made by history,  
but we are also makers of history. 

Join our family.

www.slaveryremembrance.org



Sankofa is a word from the Ghanaian Twi 
language meaning ‘Go back and get it’  
(San – to return, ko – go, Fa – to fetch,  
to seek and take).

Sankofa is expressed as a mythical bird that flies 
forward while looking backward with an egg in  
its mouth.
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£1 at slaveryremembrance.org 
Buy a Slavery Remembrance Sankofa 
for your friends, family or better still  
– a stranger. Each one teach one. 

It's time to remember.

1

2

3

4
5

SANKOFA BADGE
To commemorate the victims  
of the African Holocaust

1. Fifteen circles running down the 
neck of the Slavery Remembrance 
Sankofa symbolises the 15+ million 
people enslaved during this period.

2. Sankofa is usually depicted by one 
of two symbols: a bird with its head 
turned backwards taking an egg off 
its back, or as a stylised heart shape. 
The Slavery Remembrance Sankofa 
encompasses both symbols.

3. The Sankofa is linked to the Akan 
proverb ‘So wo were fi na wosankofa 
a yenki’ which translates as ’It is not 
wrong to go back for that which you  
have forgotten’.

4. The egg in its mouth represents 
the ’gems‘ or knowledge of the past 
upon which wisdom is based, it also 
signifies the generation to come that 
will benefit from that wisdom.

5. The black star on the Slavery 
Remembrance Sankofa is a tribute  
to Marcus Garvey‘s Black Starline.

Sankofa teaches us that we  
must go back to our roots and 
reclaim our past in order to 
move forward. We should 
reach back and gather the  
best of what our past has to 
teach us, only then can we 
understand why and how  
we came to be who we are 
today. Whatever we have lost, 
forgotten, forgone or been 
stripped of, can be reclaimed, 
revived, preserved and 
perpetuated, allowing us  
to achieve our full potential  
as we move forward.
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Yes this was all me, one woman, single 
mother of two who created what you  
see before you today. All done in just  
six months whilst coming off the back  
of a near breakdown.

I don’t say this to boast or brag, I say this to 
say if one woman can achieve all of this in  
just six months imagine what one reunited 
community can do!

Why did I start Slavery Remembrance?
I have tied my happiness to the happiness  
of others, unfortunately I cannot be happy 
when the world is as it is today, and I like 
being happy.

It’s not all altruistic though, as you can see  
I have two young sons who will one day 
become men. My duty will always be first  
and foremost to my sons. My job as their 
mother is to protect them. Therefore, I have 
committed to fighting and winning as many 
battles as possible for them before I leave  
this earth, so that they don’t have to.

LOOK WHAT ONE 
WOMAN DID!
A message from our Founder, Shezal Laing

“I say this to inspire,  
I say this to say if one 
woman can achieve all  
of this in just six months 
imagine what one 
reunited community  
can do!”

join us
To become a member, visit: 
www.slaveryremembrance.org/membership
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